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ABSTRACT 
 
A random sample of 1,200 purchasers of the Illinois resident trapping license (2007-2008 series) was 
mailed a 5-page questionnaire between March and May 2008.  We received 863 usable responses (74% 
response rate).  Trapping license sales increased by 4.5% from 2006-2007 (3,660 licenses) to 2007-2008 (3,824 
licenses).  This represents a 56.5% total increase in license sales since the 2005-2006 season, a phenomenon 
likely related to the increase in the value of pelts, which increased a total of 74% in the same period of time. 
Trappers set an average of 23.9 traps for an average of 28.7 days/nights during the 2007-2008 season, and they 
harvested an estimated 181,631 furbearers (14% decrease from 210,395 furbearers harvested in 2006-2007).  
An estimated 88,784 raccoon (Procyon lotor) were taken by trappers in 2007-2008, more than any other 
furbearer species.  Estimated harvest of other species included 35,461 common muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus), 
3,563 American mink (Neovison vison), 27,011 Virginia opossum (Didelphis virginiana), 1,316 red fox (Vulpes 
vulpes), 191 gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus), 9,394 American beaver (Castor canadensis), 6,558 striped 
skunk (Mephitis mephitis), 53 least/long-tailed weasel (Mustela nivalis/M. frenata), 9,216 coyote (Canis 
latrans), and 84 American badger (Taxidea taxus).   Sightings of North American river otter (Lontra 
canadensis) and bobcat (Lynx rufus) by trappers, and harvest of furbearers by hunting trappers, were also 
documented.  Seventeen percent of respondents (n = 842) reported completion of a trapper’s education course. 
Thirty-four percent of respondents (n = 842) were unaware that trappers under the age of 18 are required to 
complete a formal trapper’s education course. Seventy-seven percent of respondents were unaware that students 
can fulfill part of the requirement for the course on the internet. 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 To survey furbearer (11 species of mammals) trappers annually to determine their activities, harvests, 
characteristics, and opinions in Illinois. 
 
METHODS 
A random sample of 1,200 purchasers of the Illinois resident trapper license (2007-2008 series) was 
selected from Illinois Department of Natural Resources’ (IDNR) license sales database.  The study participants 
were mailed a self-administered, 5-page questionnaire (Appendix A), cover letter (Appendix B), and postage-
paid return envelope on 26 March 2008.  Non-respondents were mailed a thank you/reminder postcard 
(Appendix C) on 16 April 2008.  Remaining non-respondents were mailed a second questionnaire and cover 
letter (Appendix D) on 2 May 2008.  Trappers not responding to the previous mailings were mailed a second 
thank you/reminder postcard on 19 May 2008.  The initial sample of 1,200 licensees was reduced to 1,174 due 
to undeliverable addresses.   
Estimates of the number of trappers ( ), harvest ( ), and pelts sold ( ) by species were 
made as follows: 
spTrap spHarv spSold
r
t
sp Trapn
LTrap = , 
=spHarv  rt Harvn
L , 
r
t
sp Soldn
LSold =  
where = total number of resident trapping licenses sold in 2007-2008, n = number of respondents to the 
2007-2008 Illinois Trapper survey, = number of respondents who reported trapping each species, = 
total harvest of each species reported by respondents, and = number of pelts reported sold by respondents. 
tL
rTrap rHarv
rSold
Estimated number of trappers and harvest were used to calculate the percent of license holders pursuing 
each species ( ), average season harvest (%Trap seasonspHarv , ), and percent of harvest sold ( ) as follows: %Sold
100% ×=
t
sp
L
Trap
Trap , 
sp
sp
seasonsp
Trap
Harv
Harv =, , 
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Confidence intervals were calculated for estimated number of trappers, estimated total harvest, and 
estimated average season harvest (by species) as follows: 
95% CI [ ] = spTrap n
pqLt2± ’ 
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∑
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where p = proportion of n who trapped referent species and q = 1-p.   
 A summary of the results of this survey is presented in Appendix A.  Season dates and harvest 
regulations for the 2007-2008 trapping season can be found in Appendix E. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
           A total of 863 (74%) licensed trappers responded to the survey.  Respondents averaged 44.9 years of age 
(n=844, range: 11-90 years).  The trappers resided in 117 counties throughout Illinois (Appendix F).   Estimates 
of fur harvest and trapping effort were based on sales of 3,824 Illinois resident trapping licenses (2007-2008 
series).  
  
Trapper Participation 
Of the 863 respondents to the questionnaire, 634 (74%) set traps for furbearers in Illinois during the 
2007-2008 season.  Trappers set an average of 24 traps for an average of 29 days/nights (Table 1).  Statewide 
furbearer harvest and trapping effort, as reported by survey respondents, are presented in Tables 2 and 3.  The 
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maximum number of days a trapper could have legally trapped was 147.  Only 17% of respondents set traps for 
>45 days and 14% set traps for 31-45 days (Figure 1). 
Participation in trapping during the 2007-2008 season was highest for raccoon, estimated at 2,472 
trappers statewide (Table 4).  Efforts directed at opossum (1,489 estimated trappers), muskrat (1,329 estimated 
trappers), and mink (979 estimated trappers) ranked second, third, and fourth, respectively.  Badger (66 
estimated trappers), gray fox (62 estimated trappers), and weasels (40 estimated trappers) were the least targeted 
species.   
 
Harvest 
 An estimated 88,784 raccoons were taken by trappers in Illinois during the 2007-2008 season, more than 
any other furbearer species (Table 4).  This represents a decrease of 5.4% when compared with the estimated 
harvest of 93,819 raccoons trapped during the 2006-2007 season.  Muskrat (35,461 estimated harvest) was the 
second-most harvested species in 2007-2008, followed by opossum (27,011 estimated harvest),  beaver (9,394 
estimated harvest), coyote (9,216 estimated harvest), striped skunk (6,558 estimated harvest), and mink (3,563 
estimated harvest).  Trappers harvested an average of 36 raccoons and 27 muskrats per trapper (Figures 2 and 
3).  Confidence intervals (95%) for number of trappers and harvest of each species are presented in Table 5. 
 Estimated total trapper harvest (all species combined) decreased from 210,395 furbearers in 2006-2007 
to 181,631 furbearers in 2007-2008 (Table 6).  Harvest and trapping effort for each species are reported by 
wildlife management unit and furbearer management zone in Tables 7-28.  The estimated number of pelts sold 
in 2007-2008 is presented by species in Table 29.  The distribution of active trappers is presented by county in 
Table 30.  Trends in estimated statewide harvest of trapped furbearers for the previous 10 years (1997-2007) are 
summarized in Table 31. 
 
Changes in Trapper Participation and Harvest 
According to IDNR records, the number of Illinois resident trapping licenses sold in 2007-2008 (3,824 
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licenses) represented an increase of 4.5% from 2006-2007 (3,660 licenses).  The estimated number of trappers 
in 2007-2008 decreased for 8 of 11 species, and the estimated harvest increased for 6 of 11 species (Table 6). 
The 3,660 licenses sold in 2006-2007 represented an increase of 52% from the 2005-2006 season (2,414 
licenses), and estimated harvest and number of trappers increased from 2005-2006 in all categories except one. 
The large fluctuation in license sales in 2006-2007 was attributed to the electronic point of sales licensing 
system that was adopted by the IDNR in early 2006.  However, the fact that license sales have continued to 
increase suggests the number of licenses sold during the 2006-2007 season was not an artifact of the electronic 
licensing system, and the 56.5% total increase in sales from 2005-2006 to 2007-2008 is accurate.  
Numbers and individual efforts of trappers are strongly influenced by the value of pelts (Bluett 2008).  
The total value of pelts sold by trappers during 2006-2007 increased 86.7% ($1,757,788.80) from the previous 
year (Bluett 2007).  For example, the average price paid for muskrat pelts in 2006-2007 was the highest on 
record (since 1975). During the 2007-2008 season, value of pelts decreased by 12.7% ($1,534,294.20) from the 
previous year.  This represents a total increase of 74% from the 2005-2006 season to the 2007-2008 season.    It 
therefore seems likely that the recent dramatic increase in trapping license sales is related to increased values of 
pelts.  
 
Fur Hunting by Trappers 
A total of 269 trappers (31% of licensees sampled) reported hunting furbearers with firearms and/or 
dogs in 2007-2008 (Table 32), which extrapolates to a statewide estimate of 1,192 hunting trappers.  Total 
harvest of furbearers by hunting trappers was estimated to be 21,034 furbearers or an average of 18 pelts per 
hunter.  Raccoons and coyotes accounted for 94% of the furbearers harvested by hunters. 
 
Trapper’s Education Course 
 Seventeen percent of respondents (n = 145) had completed a trapper’s education course (Table 33).  
Thirty-four percent of respondents (n = 290) were unaware that trappers under the age of 18 are required to 
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complete a formal trapper’s education course (Table 34).  In addition, 77% of respondents were unaware that 
students can fulfill part of the requirement for the course on the internet (Table 35).  Although 66% of 
respondents reported having internet access in their homes (n = 552), just 9% of respondents (n = 76) have 
visited the trapper education website (www.trappered.com) (Table 36), and 34% (n = 283) have visited the 
IDNR’s fur hunting and trapping website (www.dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildlife) (Table 37).  Awareness of these 
websites may be increased by including them in the web site index of the Illinois Digest of Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations.  In addition, IDNR’s fur hunting and trapping website could be provided a more visible 
link on the home page of the IDNR (http://dnr.state.il.us/). 
 
Observations of River Otter, and Bobcat 
 Survey respondents were asked to report the frequency at which they encountered river otter and bobcat, 
or sign from these species, in Illinois during the 2007-2008 season.  River otters were seen by 185 trappers, and 
otter sign was observed by 204 trappers, in 81 counties (Table 38; Figure 4).  Otters were sighted throughout the 
state.  Bobcats were seen by 136 trappers, and bobcat sign was observed by 151 trappers, in 69 counties (Table 
39; Figure 5).  Bobcat sightings occurred primarily in the southern counties and between the Illinois and 
Mississippi Rivers in western Illinois. 
 
 
REFERENCES 
Bluett, B. 2007. 2006-2007 Illinois Fur Harvest Survey. Wildlife Diversity Program Note #07-3. Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife Resources, Springfield, Illinois, USA.  
 
Bluett, B. 2008. 2007-2008 Illinois Fur Harvest Survey. Wildlife Diversity Program Note #08-3. Illinois 
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Table 1.  Trapping activity reported by respondents to the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey. 
 
  
n 
Total  
(traps, days) 
x  
(traps, days) 
Range  
(traps, days) 
Std. dev.  
(traps, days) 
Number of traps set 634 15,135 23.9 1-300 31.4 
Number of days trapped 634 18,215 28.7 1-147 21.3 
 
 
Table 2.  Harvest and participation in trapping reported by respondents to the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 863). 
Species 
Number of Reported 
Successful Trappers 
%  
(total respondents)  
Reported Harvest by 
Successful Trappers  
Muskrat 300    34.8% 8,003 
Mink 221 25.6 804 
Raccoon 558 64.7 20,037 
Opossum 336 38.9 6,096 
Red fox 114 13.2 297 
Gray fox 14 1.6 43 
Beaver 219 25.4 2,120 
Striped skunk 205 23.8 1,480 
Weasel 9 1.0 12 
Coyote 214 24.8 2,080 
Badger 15 1.7 19 
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Table 3.  Distribution of reported furbearer harvest among successful trappers in Illinois based on responses to the 2007-2008 Illinois 
Trapper Survey. 
 Percentage of  Trappers 
Total 
Season 
Catch Muskrat  Mink  Raccoon  Opossum Red fox 
Gray 
fox  Beaver 
Striped 
Skunk  Weasel  Coyote  Badger 
 n= 300 221 558 336 114 14 219 205 9 214 15 
1     8.7%  34.8%     5.7%     9.2%    51.8%  57.1%  17.4%  24.9%  77.8%   25.2%   73.3% 
2 10.0 20.8 2.9 8.6 21.9 21.4 14.2 17.6 11.1 17.3 26.7 
3 5.0 14.0 4.7 7.7 7.0 7.2 11.0 8.8 11.1 11.2 0.0 
4 4.3 9.0 2.7 6.3 3.5 0.0 9.6 7.8 0.0 4.7 0.0 
5 4.7 4.5 3.8 4.8 6.1 7.2 5.9 9.8 0.0 5.6 0.0 
6 5.3 2.7 3.9 4.5 3.5 0.0 7.8 3.4 0.0 4.7 0.0 
7 2.0 1.8 1.6 4.2 1.8 0.0 3.2 2.0 0.0 2.8 0.0 
8 2.0 2.7 2.2 5.4 1.8 0.0 4.1 1.5 0.0 0.9 0.0 
9 2.0 0.9 2.3 1.5 0.9 0.0 2.3 1.5 0.0 1.9 0.0 
10 4.7 1.8 3.2 8.6 0.0 0.0 3.7 2.9 0.0 2.8 0.0 
11 1.7 0.9 1.3 2.1 0.0 0.0 1.4 2.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 
12 5.0 0.9 5.2 4.8 0.0 0.0 3.7 2.0 0.0 2.8 0.0 
13 2.0 0.9 1.3 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.5 2.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 
14 2.0 1.4 2.9 0.9 0.0 0.0 2.3 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 
15 3.3 0.5 2.5 2.1 0.9 0.0 1.4 2.4 0.0 1.4 0.0 
16-20 5.6 1.4 8.9 6.3 0.0 0.0 2.3 4.4 0.0 5.2 0.0 
21-25 6.0 0.4 7.9 3.6 0.0 7.1 3.2 1.9 0.0 6.5 0.0 
>25 25.7 0.5 37.1 19.0 0.9 0.0 6.4 4.9 0.0 6.1 0.0 
 
Table 4.  Estimated participation, effort and harvest of Illinois resident trappers based on responses to the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper 
Survey (n =863). 
Species 
 
 
n 
Estimated 
Number of 
Trappers 
( ) spTrap
Percent of 
Licensed 
Trappers 
( ) %Trap
Average 
Season 
Catch 
( ) spHarv
Estimated Total 
Trapper Harvest 
( seasonsp , sp %Harv ) 
Estimated 
Percent Sold 
( ) Sold
Estimated 
Total Sold 
( ) Sold
Muskrat 300 1,329 34.76 26.68 35,461 96.55 34,238 
Mink 221 979 25.61 3.64 3,563 95.77 3,412 
Raccoon 558 2,472 64.66 35.91 88,784 95.57 84,849 
Opossum 336 1,489 38.93 18.14 27,011 40.65 10,980 
Red fox 114 505 13.21 2.61 1,316 83.84 1,103 
Gray fox 14 62 1.62 3.07 191 95.35 182 
Beaver 219 970 25.38 9.68 9,394 94.34 8,862 
Skunk 205 908 23.75 7.22 6,558 48.58 3,186 
Weasel 9 40 1.04 1.33 53 25.00 13 
Coyote 214 948 24.80 9.72 9,216 83.13 7,661 
Badger 15 66 1.74 1.27 84 84.21 71 
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Table 5.  Confidence intervals (95%) for estimated participation, effort and harvest of Illinois resident trappers based on responses to 
the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 863). 
Species 
 
n 
Total Estimated 
Trappers 
Estimated Average 
 Season Bag  
Total  Estimated 
 Harvest 
Muskrat 300 1,329 ± 124 26.68 ± 5.18 35,461 ± 6,009 
Mink 221 979 ± 114 3.64 ± 0.56 3,563 ± 540 
Raccoon 558 2,472 ± 124 35.91 ± 4.72 88,784 ± 9,852 
Opossum 336 1,489 ± 127 18.14 ± 3.43 27,011 ± 4,405 
Red fox 114 505 ± 88 2.61 ± 0.69 1,316 ± 327 
Gray fox 14 62 ± 33 3.07 ± 2.77 191 ± 153 
Beaver 219 970 ± 113 9.68 ± 2.68 9,394 ± 2,221 
Skunk 205 908 ± 111 7.22 ± 1.86 6,558 ± 1,468 
Weasel 9 40 ± 26 1.33 ± 0.46 53 ± 30 
Coyote 214 948 ± 112 9.72 ± 2.32 9,216 ± 1,929 
Badger 15 66 ± 34 1.27 ± 0.23 84 ± 36 
 
Table 6.  Change in number of successful trappers and harvest by species in Illinois based on responses to the 2007-2008 Illinois 
Trapper Survey.  Comparisons are between 2006 and 2007 license years. 
 Successful Trappers Total Harvest 
Species 2006 2007 % Change 2006 2007 % Change 
Muskrat 1,670 1,329 -20.4 66,297 35,461 -46.5 
Mink 1,044 979 -6.2 3,784 3,563 -5.8 
Raccoon 2,548 2,472 -3.0 93,819 88,784 -5.4 
Opossum 1,619 1,489 -8.0 22,617 27,011 19.4 
Red Fox 435 505 16.1 1,219 1,316 8.0 
Gray Fox 55 62 12.7 102 191 87.3 
Beaver 1,214 970 -20.1 11,104 9,394 -15.4 
Skunk 925 908 -1.8 4,768 6,558 37.5 
Weasel 47 40 -14.9 47 53 12.8 
Coyote 903 948 5.0 6,553 9,216 40.6 
Badger 72 66 -8.3 85 84 -1.2 
 
Table 7.  Summary of MUSKRAT trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units based on responses to the 2007-2008 Illinois 
Trapper Survey (n = 300). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers  
Estimated 
Trappers/
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Trapper 
Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 60 266 20.0 2.8 40.5 10,754 114.4 
Northeast Moraine 15 66 5.0 0.8 39.9 2,650 32.0 
Mississippi Border-North 13 58 4.3 0.7 10.5 603 7.7 
Mississippi Border-South 18 80 6.0 0.6 17.6 1,405 10.3 
Western Prairie/Forest 29 128 9.7 0.9 23.6 3,026 21.0 
Central Sand Prairie 10 44 3.3 1.1 39.6 1,755 42.3 
Grand Prairie 90 399 30.0 0.8 29.6 11,786 22.4 
Southern Plain 52 230 17.3 1.0 13.6 3,137 13.2 
Wabash Border 9 40 3.0 0.6 6.6 261 3.9 
Shawnee Hills 4 18 1.3 0.3 4.8 84 1.6 
Statewide 300 1,329 100.0 0.9 26.7 35,461 24.3 
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Table 8.  Summary of MINK trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units based on responses to the 2007-2008 Illinois 
Trapper Survey (n = 221). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers  
Estimated 
Trappers/
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
Trapper 
Harvest/100km2
Northwest Hills 35 155 15.8 1.7 3.6 563 6.0 
Northeast Moraine 12 53 5.4 0.6 3.8 204 2.5 
Mississippi Border-North 8 35 3.6 0.5 2.5 89 1.1 
Mississippi Border-South 21 93 9.5 0.7 4.8 444 3.2 
Western Prairie/Forest 22 97 10.0 0.7 3.5 341 2.4 
Central Sand Prairie 5 22 2.3 0.5 2.4 53 1.3 
Grand Prairie 68 301 30.8 0.6 4.1 1,223 2.3 
Southern Plain 39 173 17.6 0.7 3.6 620 2.6 
Wabash Border 7 31 3.2 0.5 3.0 93 1.4 
Shawnee Hills 4 18 1.8 0.3 4.8 84 1.6 
Statewide 221 979 100.0 0.7 3.6 3,563 2.4 
 
Table 9.  Summary of RACCOON trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units based on responses to the 2007-2008 Illinois 
Trapper Survey (n = 558). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated  
Trapper 
 Harvest/ 100km2
Northwest Hills 97 430 17.4 4.6 39.9 17,144 182.4 
Northeast Moraine 27 120 4.8 1.4 25.7 3,075 37.2 
Mississippi Border-North 30 133 5.4 1.7 39.1 5,193 66.2 
Mississippi Border-South 62 275 11.1 2.0 34.7 9,522 69.6 
Western Prairie/Forest 49 217 8.8 1.5 53.9 11,698 81.1 
Central Sand Prairie 15 66 2.7 1.6 14.5 962 23.2 
Grand Prairie 160 709 28.7 1.3 29.2 20,675 39.3 
Southern Plain 91 403 16.3 1.7 43.1 17,383 73.3 
Wabash Border 14 62 2.5 0.9 31.6 1,959 29.0 
Shawnee Hills 13 58 2.3 1.1 20.4 1,174 22.5 
Statewide 558 2,472 100.0 1.7 35.9 88,784 60.8 
 
Table 10.  Summary of OPOSSUM trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 336). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
 Trapper 
 Harvest/ 100km2
Northwest Hills 54 239 16.1 2.5 24.9 5,969 63.5 
Northeast Moraine 13 58 3.9 0.7 18.2 1,050 12.7 
Mississippi Border-North 18 80 5.4 1.0 26.0 2,074 26.4 
Mississippi Border-South 40 177 11.9 1.3 28.0 4,967 36.3 
Western Prairie/Forest 30 133 8.9 0.9 17.2 2,282 15.8 
Central Sand Prairie 9 40 2.7 1.0 6.7 266 6.4 
Grand Prairie 103 456 30.7 0.9 11.8 5,379 10.2 
Southern Plain 53 235 15.8 1.0 18.7 4,396 18.5 
Wabash Border 8 35 2.4 0.5 5.3 186 2.8 
Shawnee Hills 8 35 2.4 0.7 12.5 443 8.5 
Statewide 336 1,489 100.0 1.0 18.1 27,011 18.5 
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Table 11.  Summary of RED FOX trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 114). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
 Trapper 
 Harvest/ 100km2
Northwest Hills 16 71 14.0 0.8 1.7 120 1.3 
Northeast Moraine 4 18 3.5 0.2 1.3 22 0.3 
Mississippi Border-North 5 22 4.4 0.3 1.6 35 0.5 
Mississippi Border-South 11 49 9.6 0.4 5.6 275 2.0 
Western Prairie/Forest 11 49 9.6 0.3 4.1 199 1.4 
Central Sand Prairie 2 9 1.8 0.2 2.5 22 0.5 
Grand Prairie 35 155 30.7 0.3 2.0 310 0.6 
Southern Plain 24 106 21.1 0.4 2.6 275 1.2 
Wabash Border 3 13 2.6 0.2 3.3 44 0.7 
Shawnee Hills 3 13 2.6 0.3 1.0 13 0.3 
Statewide 114 505 100.0 0.3 2.6 1,316 0.9 
 
Table 12.  Summary of GRAY FOX trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 14). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
 Trapper 
 Harvest/ 100km2
Northwest Hills 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Northeast Moraine 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Mississippi Border-North 1 4 7.1 0.1 1.0 4 0.1 
Mississippi Border-South 3 13 21.4 0.1 8.0 106 0.8 
Western Prairie/Forest 1 4 7.1 0.0 5.0 22 0.2 
Central Sand Prairie 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Grand Prairie 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Southern Plain 7 31 50.0 0.1 1.3 40 0.2 
Wabash Border 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Shawnee Hills 2 9 14.3 0.2 2.0 18 0.3 
Statewide 14 62 100.0 0.0 3.1 191 0.1 
 
Table 13.  Summary of BEAVER trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 219). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
 Trapper 
 Harvest/ 100km2
Northwest Hills 28 124 12.8 1.3 5.4 665 7.1 
Northeast Moraine 16 71 7.3 0.9 4.9 346 4.2 
Mississippi Border-North 10 44 4.6 0.6 6.9 306 3.9 
Mississippi Border-South 16 71 7.3 0.5 9.5 674 4.9 
Western Prairie/Forest 20 89 9.1 0.6 13.8 1,219 8.4 
Central Sand Prairie 8 35 3.7 0.9 19.0 674 16.2 
Grand Prairie 72 319 32.9 0.6 6.8 2,167 4.1 
Southern Plain 36 160 16.4 0.7 13.8 2,193 9.2 
Wabash Border 5 22 2.3 0.3 10.6 235 3.5 
Shawnee Hills 8 35 3.7 0.7 25.9 917 17.6 
Statewide 219 970 100.0 0.7 9.7 9,394 6.4 
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Table 14.  Summary of SKUNK trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 205). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
 Trapper 
 Harvest/ 100km2
Northwest Hills 29 128 14.1 1.4 6.3 806 8.6 
Northeast Moraine 11 49 5.4 0.6 3.7 182 2.2 
Mississippi Border-North 11 49 5.4 0.6 6.5 315 4.0 
Mississippi Border-South 24 106 11.7 0.8 12.6 1,338 9.8 
Western Prairie/Forest 17 75 8.3 0.5 8.1 611 4.2 
Central Sand Prairie 4 18 2.0 0.4 3.8 66 1.6 
Grand Prairie 55 244 26.8 0.5 5.5 1,347 2.6 
Southern Plain 45 199 22.0 0.8 8.9 1,777 7.5 
Wabash Border 3 13 1.5 0.2 2.3 31 0.5 
Shawnee Hills 6 27 2.9 0.5 3.2 84 1.6 
Statewide 205 908 100.0 0.6 7.2 6,558 4.5 
 
Table 15.  Summary of WEASEL trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 9). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
 Trapper 
 Harvest/ 100km2
Northwest Hills 2 9 22.2 0.1 1.5 13 0.1 
Northeast Moraine 1 4 11.1 0.1 1.0 4 0.1 
Mississippi Border-North 2 9 22.2 0.1 1.0 9 0.1 
Mississippi Border-South 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Western Prairie/Forest 2 9 22.2 0.1 2.0 18 0.1 
Central Sand Prairie 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Grand Prairie 2 9 22.2 0.0 1.0 9 0.0 
Southern Plain 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Wabash Border 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Shawnee Hills 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Statewide 9 40 100.0 0.0 1.3 53 0.0 
 
Table 16.  Summary of COYOTE trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 214). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
 Trapper 
 Harvest/ 100km2
Northwest Hills 23 102 10.7 1.1 6.6 674 7.2 
Northeast Moraine 14 62 6.5 0.7 11.7 727 8.8 
Mississippi Border-North 12 12 1.3 0.2 50.2 603 7.7 
Mississippi Border-South 14 62 6.5 0.5 13.7 851 6.2 
Western Prairie/Forest 24 106 11.2 0.7 15.2 1,613 11.2 
Central Sand Prairie 5 22 2.3 0.5 12.8 284 6.8 
Grand Prairie 74 328 34.6 0.6 8.8 2,885 5.5 
Southern Plain 39 173 18.2 0.7 7.9 1,369 5.8 
Wabash Border 4 18 1.9 0.3 1.3 22 0.3 
Shawnee Hills 5 22 2.3 0.4 8.6 191 3.7 
Statewide 214 948 100.0 0.6 9.7 9,216 6.3 
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Table 17.  Summary of BADGER trapper and harvest data by wildlife management units in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 15). 
Wildlife Management 
Unit n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season 
Catch 
Estimated 
Total Trapper 
Harvest 
Estimated 
 Trapper 
 Harvest/ 100km2
Northwest Hills 5 22 33.3 0.2 1.4 31 0.3 
Northeast Moraine 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Mississippi Border-North 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Mississippi Border-South 1 4 6.7 0.0 1.0 4 0.0 
Western Prairie/Forest 3 13 20.0 0.1 1.7 22 0.2 
Central Sand Prairie 0 - .. .. .. - - 
Grand Prairie 5 22 33.3 0.0 1.0 22 0.0 
Southern Plain 1 4 6.7 0.0 1.0 4 0.0 
Wabash Border 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Shawnee Hills 0 - .. .. .. - .. 
Statewide 15 66 100.0 0.0 1.3 84 0.1 
 
Table 18  Summary of MUSKRAT trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 
2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n =300). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 200 886 66.7 1.1 32.6 28,912 81.5 35.3 
South 100 443 33.3 0.7 14.8 6,549 18.5 10.2 
Statewide 300 1,329 100.0 0.9 26.7 35,461 100.0 24.3 
 
Table 19.  Summary of MINK trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 221). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 136 603 61.5 0.7 3.8 2,260 63.4 2.8 
South 85 377 38.5 0.6 3.5 1,303 36.6 2.0 
Statewide 221 979 100.0 0.7 3.6 3,563 100.0 2.4 
 
Table 20.  Summary of RACCOON trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 
2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 558). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 341 1,511 61.1 1.8 35.4 53,509 60.3 65.4 
South 217 962 38.9 1.5 36.7 35,275 39.7 54.9 
Statewide 558 2,472 100.0 1.7 35.9 88,784 100.0 60.8 
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Table 21.  Summary of OPOSSUM trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 
2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 336). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 205 908 61.4 1.1 17.4 15,774 58.4 19.3 
South 131 580 39.0 0.9 19.4 11,237 41.6 17.5 
Statewide 336 1,489 100.0 1.0 18.1 27,011 100.0 18.5 
 
Table 22.  Summary of RED FOX trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 114). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 63 279 55.3 0.3 2.0 558 42.4 0.7 
South 51 226 44.7 0.4 3.4 758 57.6 1.2 
Statewide 114 505 100.0 0.3 2.6 1,316 100.0 0.9 
 
Table 23.  Summary of GRAY FOX trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 
2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 14). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 1 4 7.1 0.0 1.0 4 2.3 0.0 
South 13 58 92.9 0.1 3.2 186 97.7 0.3 
Statewide 14 62 100.0 0.0 3.1 191 100.0 0.1 
 
Table 24.  Summary of BEAVER trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 219). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 139 616 63.5 0.8 8.1 5,003 53.3 6.1 
South 80 354 36.5 0.6 12.4 4,391 46.7 6.8 
Statewide 219 970 100.0 0.7 9.7 9,394 100.0 6.4 
 
Table 25.  Summary of SKUNK trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 205). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 118 523 57.6 0.6 6.2 3,252 49.6 4.0 
South 87 385 42.4 0.6 8.6 3,306 50.4 5.1 
Statewide 205 908 100.0 0.6 7.2 6,558 100.0 4.5 
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Table 26.  Summary of WEASEL trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 9). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 9 40 100.0 0.0 1.3 53 100.0 0.1 
South 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 
Statewide 9 40 100.0 0.0 1.3 53 100.0 0.0 
 
Table 27.  Summary of COYOTE trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 214). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 136 603 63.6 0.7 10.7 6,425 69.7 7.9 
South 78 346 36.4 0.5 8.1 2,792 30.3 4.3 
Statewide 214 948 100.0 0.6 9.7 9,216 100.0 6.3 
 
Table 28.  Summary of BADGER trapper and harvest data by furbearer management zones in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-
2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 15). 
Trapping 
Zone n 
Estimated 
Trappers 
Percent of 
Total 
Trappers 
Estimated 
Trappers/ 
100km2
Average 
Season Catch 
Estimated 
Harvest 
Harvest 
Distribution 
(%) 
Estimated 
Harvest/ 
100km2
North 13 58 86.7 0.1 1.3 75 89.5 0.1 
South 2 9 13.3 0.0 1.0 9 10.5 0.0 
Statewide 15 66 100.0 0.0 1.3 84 100.0 0.1 
 
Table 29.  The number of pelts sold by successful trappers (i.e., caught ≥ 1 animal) for 11 species of furbearers in Illinois,  
based on responses to the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 863). 
  Estimated Pelts Sold in Illinois Estimated Pelts Sold Outside Illinois 
Species 
Estimated  
Pelts Sold n % N % 
Muskrat 34,238 29,036 84.81 5,202 15.19 
Mink 3,412 2,548 74.68 864 25.32 
Raccoon 84,849 55,481 65.39 29,369 34.61 
Opossum 10,980 7,218 65.74 3,762 34.26 
Red fox 1,103 775 70.28 328 29.72 
Gray fox 182 66 36.59 115 63.41 
Beaver 8,862 5,038 56.85 3,824 43.15 
Striped skunk 3,186 1,662 52.16 1,524 47.84 
Weasel 13 4 33.33 9 66.67 
Coyote 7,661 4,896 63.91 2,765 36.09 
Badger 71 49 68.75 22 31.25 
Total 154,558 106,774 69.08 47,784 30.92 
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Table 30.  Distribution of active trappers by county trapped most in Illinois based on responses to the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper 
urvey (n=634). S
 
Trappers Trappers Trappers County 
    n               %
 County 
  n         %  
 County 
    n           %   
           
Adams 14 2.2  Hardin 2 0.3  Morgan 5 0.8 
Alexander 4 0.6  Henderson 2 0.3  Moultrie 3 0.5 
Bond 5 0.8  Henry 10 1.6  Ogle 10 1.6 
Boone 5 0.8  Iroquois 5 0.8  Peoria 5 0.8 
Brown 3 0.5  Jackson 6 0.9  Perry 7 1.1 
Bureau 18 2.8  Jasper 4 0.6  Piatt 1 0.2 
Calhoun 2 0.3  Jefferson 11 1.7  Pike 10 1.6 
Carroll 17 2.7  Jersey 3 0.5  Pope 3 0.5 
Cass 5 0.8  JoDaviess 22 3.5  Pulaski 1 0.2 
Champaign 5 0.8  Johnson 5 0.8  Putnam 4 0.6 
Christian 3 0.5  Kane 6 0.9  Randolph 12 1.9 
Clark 5 0.8  Kankakee 6 0.9  Richland 7 1.1 
Clay 6 0.9  Kendall 7 1.1  Rock Island 5 0.8 
Clinton 11 1.7  Knox 9 1.4  St. Clair 14 2.2 
Coles 2 0.3  Lake 7 1.1  Saline 1 0.2 
Cook 2 0.3  LaSalle 16 2.5  Sangamon 10 1.6 
Crawford 4 0.6  Lawrence 2 0.3  Schuyler 3 0.5 
Cumberland 3 0.5  Lee 12 1.9  Scott 1 0.2 
DeKalb 7 1.1  Livingston 8 1.3  Shelby 7 1.1 
DeWitt 0 0.0  Logan 4 0.6  Stark 4 0.6 
Douglas 3 0.5  McDonough 6 0.9  Stephenson 27 4.3 
DuPage 1 0.2  McHenry 14 2.2  Tazewell 10 1.6 
Edgar 1 0.2  McLean 6 0.9  Union 0 0.0 
Edwards 2 0.3  Macon 4 0.6  Vermilion 4 0.6 
Effingham 8 1.3  Macoupin 8 1.3  Wabash 1 0.2 
Fayette 7 1.1  Madison 7 1.1  Warren 9 1.4 
Ford 2 0.3  Marion 5 0.8  Washington 3 0.5 
Franklin 11 1.7  Marshall 4 0.6  Wayne 5 0.8 
Fulton 8 1.3  Mason 4 0.6  White 2 0.3 
Gallatin 1 0.2  Massac 0 0.0  Whiteside 21 3.3 
Greene 7 1.1  Menard 0 0.0  Will 8 1.3 
Grundy 13 2.1  Mercer 6 0.9  Williamson 2 0.3 
Hamilton 0 0.0  Monroe 8 1.3  Winnebago 7 1.1 
Hancock 6 0.9  Montgomery 4 0.6  Woodford 8 1.3 
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Table 31.  Estimated statewide harvest by resident Illinois trappers, 1997-2007. 
Season Muskrat Mink Raccoon Opossum Red Fox Gray Fox 
1997 89,781 5,615 127,737 32,418 1,391 122 
1998 44,199 4,333 101,224 23,966 1,043 122 
1999 33,447 3,033 51,971 12,734 1,094 99 
2000 22,677 2,205 49,076 10,847 890 72 
2001 54,017 4,375 92,596 13,684 1,741 121 
2002 50,895 5,189 90,909 23,140 1,641 206 
2003 32,767 3,857 66,783 17,771 1,421 211 
2004 41,790 3,737 79,616 24,441 913 84 
2005 25,766 2,065 41,125 8,722 705 77 
2006 66,297 3,784 93,819 22,617 1,219 102 
2007 35,461 3,563 88,784 27,011 1,316 191 
       
Season Beaver Skunk Weasel Coyote Badger All Species 
1997 16,177 2,878 71 3,250 71 279,511 
1998 8,688 1,903 33 2,630 61 188,202 
1999 9,704 1,138 27 5,051 27 118,325 
2000 7,026 1,116 7 2,523 41 96,480 
2001 11,490 2,177 47 4,258 56 184,562 
2002 9,983 3,281 61 7,678 89 193,072 
2003 6,987 2,531 44 6,360 111 138,843 
2004 9,415 3,821 96 4,388 66 168,367 
2005 9,132 2,085 19 3,089 50 92,835 
2006 11,104 4,768 47 6,553 85 210,395 
2007 9,394 6,558 53 9,216 84 181,631 
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Table 32.  Summary of fur hunting activities reported by trappersa in Illinois, based on responses to the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper 
Survey (n = 863). 
Species 
Number of 
Trappers 
Hunting  
Reported 
Furbearers 
Harvested by 
Hunting 
Average 
Reported 
Harvest Per 
Hunter 
 % of Trappers 
Hunting Each 
Species 
Estimated Total 
Harvest By 
Hunting 
Raccoon 167 3,762 22.5 19.4 16,669 
Opossum 47 204 4.3 5.4 904 
Red fox 9 30 3.3 1.0 133 
Gray fox 3 28 9.3 0.3 124 
Striped skunk 12 25 2.1 1.4 111 
Coyote 125 698 5.6 14.5 3,093 
All species 269b,c 4,747 17.6 31.2 21,034 
a Active and inactive trappers. 
b Successful and unsuccessful hunters. 
c Total for all species is less than the sum of the above values because some trappers hunted >1 species. 
 
Table 33.  Percentage of respondents who have taken a trapper’s education course offered by the IDNR or resource management 
agency in another state  (n = 842 ). 
 n % 
Have taken trapper’s education 
course
145 17.2 
Have not taken trapper’s education 
course 697 82.8 
 
Table 34.  Percentage of respondents who were aware that trappers under 18 years of age are 
required to complete a formal trapper’s education course  (n = 842).  
 n % 
Aware of the requirement 552 65.6 
Unaware of the requirement 290 34.4 
 
Table 35.  Percentage of respondents who were aware that students can fulfill part of the requirement for the formal trapper’s 
education course on the internet  (n = 839).  
 n % 
Aware  196 23.4 
Unaware  643 76.6 
 
Table 36.  Percentage of respondents who have visited the trapper education website www.trappered.com (n = 842). 
 n % 
Have visited trapper education 
website
76 9.0 
Have not visited trapper education  
website 766 91.0 
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Table 37.  Percentage of respondents who have visited the IDNR’s fur hunting and trapping website 
(www.dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildlife)? (n = 842) 
 n % 
Have visited hunting and trapping 
website
283 33.6 
Have not visited hunting and 
trapping website 559 66.4 
 
Table 38. Reported sightings of river otter and sign during 2007-2008 season, based on responses 
to the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 841).  
 n % 
Saw river otter 185 22.0 
Saw river otter sign 204 24.3 
Did not see river otter or sign 452 53.7 
 
 
Table 39. Reported sightings of bobcat and sign during 2007-2008 season, based on responses to 
the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey (n = 832).   
 n % 
Saw bobcat 136 16.3 
Saw bobcat sign 151 18.2 
Did not see bobcat or sign 545 65.5 
 
 
 Figure 1.  Distribution of days of trapping by active trappers in Illinois, 2007-2008 season (n = 634). 
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Figure 2.  Distribution of the number of raccoons trapped per successful raccoon trapper in Illinois, 2007-2008 season (n = 558). 
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Figure 3. Distribution of the number of muskrats trapped per successful muskrat trapper in Illinois, 2007-2008 season (n = 300). 
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Figure 4.  Illinois counties in which trappers reported observing otter(s) or their sign during the 2007-2008 trapping and/or 
hunting seasons.  The number of reports (# of sightings or sign) is listed for each county.  
 
 
 
 24 
 
 
 
Figure 5.  Illinois counties in which trappers reported observing bobcat(s) or their sign during the 2007-2008 trapping and/or hunting 
seasons.  The number of reports (# of sightings or sign) is listed for each county. 
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 Appendix A.  Survey instrument and results summary for the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey. 
 
      
Illinois Trapper Survey:  
2007 - 2008 Season 
Results Summary
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Your comments are welcome!  Please write them on a 
separate sheet of paper to receive proper attention. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
All of your responses will be kept confidential. 
Please return this survey in the postage-paid return envelope provided. 
 
 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Wildlife Resources 
and 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
 
The Department of Natural Resources is requesting disclosure of information that is necessary to accomplish the statutory purpose as 
outlined under the Illinois Compiled Statutes, The Wildlife Code, Chapter 520.  This study is funded by the 
federal Wildlife Restoration Fund through your purchase of hunting arms and ammunition. 
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Trapping Effort and Harvest.  Please answer the following questions about your trapping activities during the 
2007-2008 trapping season in Illinois.   
 
 
1.  Did you set any traps for furbearers in Illinois during the 2007-2008 trapping season? (Please check one.) 
 n = 863 
73.5%  Yes 
26.5%  No (Please skip to question 6.) 
 
 
2.  Complete each blank for all species trapped in Illinois during the 2007-2008 season.  Report only your 
personal catch.  If you trapped with a partner, list only your half of the catch.  
 
Species 
 
 
n 
Number 
Trapped 
Number Sold 
in Illinois 
Number Sold or 
Shipped 
Out of State 
Number Not 
Sold 
      Muskrat 300 8,003 6,553 1,174 276 
      Mink 221 804 575 195 34 
      Raccoon 558 20,037 12,521 6,628 888 
      Opossum 336 6,096 1,629 849 3,618 
      Red Fox 114 297 175 74 48 
      Gray Fox 14 43 15 26 2 
      Beaver 219 2,120 1,137 863 120 
      Skunk 205 1,480 375 344 761 
      Weasel 9 12 1 2 9 
      Coyote 214 2,080 1,105 624 351 
      Badger 15 19 11 5 3 
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3.  In which county did you set traps most often during the 2007-2008 trapping season? (Please indicate.)  
 
See Table 30._ county 
 
 
4.  For how many days (or nights) did you set traps, in total, during the 2007-2008 trapping season? (Please 
indicate.) n = 634  
Ave. 28.7    days (or nights) (Range 1-147) 
 
 
5.  What was the average number of traps you set on your trapline during the 2007-2008 trapping season? 
(Please indicate.) n =634 
 
Ave. 23.9    traps (Range 1-300) 
 
 
6.  Did you hunt furbearers with a gun and/or dogs in Illinois during the 2007-2008 season? (Please check one.) 
n=858 
 
31.4%  Yes 
68.6%  No (Please skip to question 8.) 
 
7. If you did hunt furbearers in 2007-2008, please give the number taken by hunting. 
   
Species 
 
n 
Number harvested 
by hunting 
Raccoon 167 3,672 
Red Fox 9 30 
Gray Fox 3 28 
Opossum 47 204 
Coyote 125 698 
Skunk 12 25 
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Trapper’s Education Programs. The following questions pertain to the trapper’s education program run by 
the IDNR.  Please answer these questions to help us learn more about how trappers use the existing programs. 
 
8. Have you ever taken a trapper’s education course offered by the IDNR or the resource management agency in 
another state? (Please check one.) n = 842 
 
17.2%  Yes 
82.8%  No  
 
 
9. Were you aware that in 2007, for the first time, trappers under 18 years of age are required to complete a 
formal trapper’s education course? (Please check one.) n=842 
 
65.6%  Yes 
34.4%  No  
 
 
10. Were you aware that students can fulfill part of the requirement for the formal trapper’s education course on 
the internet at www.trappered.com? (Please check one.) n=839 
 
23.4%  Yes  
76.6%  No  
 
 
11. Have you ever visited the trapper education website www.trappered.com? 
       n=842 
 
  9.0%  Yes 
91.0%  No  
 
 
12. Have you ever visited the IDNR’s fur hunting and trapping website (www.dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildlife)? 
       n=842 
        
 
33.6%  Yes 
66.4%  No  
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Wildlife Sightings.  The furbearer species addressed in the following questions are of special conservation 
concern to Illinois wildlife biologists.  Information you provide in the following questions will help us to 
manage Illinois wildlife to ensure healthy, sustainable populations.   
 
 
13. Did you see any river otters in Illinois during the 2007-2008 trapping season? (Please check one.) 
n=841 
22.0%  Yes 
78.0%  No (Please skip to question 15.) 
14. If you did see river otters in Illinois during the 2007-2008 trapping season, in which county(ies) was it seen? 
(Please indicate.)  
See Figure 4.__ County(ies) 
 
 
15. Did you see river otter sign in Illinois during the 2007-2008 trapping season? (Please check one.) 
n=726 
28.1%  Yes 
71.9%  No (Please skip to question 17.) 
16. If you did see river otter sign in Illinois during the 2007-2008 trapping season, in which county(ies) was it 
seen? (Please indicate.)  
See Figure 4.__ County(ies) 
 
 
17. Did you see any bobcat in Illinois during the 2007-2008 trapping season? (Please check one.) 
      n=832 
16.3%  Yes 
83.7%  No (Please skip to question 19.) 
 
18. If you did see bobcat in Illinois during the 2007-2008 trapping season, in which county(ies) was it seen? 
(Please indicate.) 
See Figure 5.__ County(ies) 
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19. Did you see bobcat sign in Illinois during the 2007-2008 trapping season? (Please check one.) 
      n = 771 
19.6%  Yes 
80.4%  No (Please skip to question 21.) 
 
 
 
20. If you did see bobcat sign in Illinois during the 2007-2008 trapping season, in which county(ies) was it 
seen? (Please indicate.)  
 
See Figure 5.___ County(ies) 
 
 
Information about you.  The following questions provide important information to help us understand more 
about the people who trap in Illinois. Please tell us about yourself by completing the following questions.  All 
responses will be kept confidential. 
 
 
 
21. As of January 1, 2008, what was your age? (Please indicate.) n = 844 
 
Ave. 44.9__ years (Range 11-90) 
 
 
22. What is your county of residence. (Please indicate.) 
 
See Appendix F.__ County 
 
 
23. Do you have internet access in your home? n = 842 
 
65.6%  Yes 
34.4%  No  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND ASSISTANCE! 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources receives federal assistance and therefore must comply with federal anti-discrimination laws.  In compliance with the Illinois Human Rights Act, 
the Illinois Constitution, Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act as amended, and the U.S. Constitution, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or disability.  If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, please contact the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Officer, Department of Natural Resources, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271, (217) 782-2662 or the Officer of Human Resources, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
Appendix B.  Cover letter sent with the first mailing of the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey. 
                                
 
 
April 1, 2008 
 
Dear Illinois Trapper, 
 
I am writing to ask for your help in a study of Illinois trappers.  This study, jointly conducted by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources and the Illinois Natural History Survey, is an effort to learn about your 
trapping activities in Illinois and assist in management and conservation efforts for furbearing species.  Results 
of this study will guide wildlife management decisions to optimize trapping opportunity, maintain or improve 
trapper participation, and allow for effective management of Illinois’s game populations. 
 
You are part of a random sample of resident trappers we have selected to provide information about your 
trapping activities during the 2007-2008 trapping seasons in Illinois. Please take a few minutes to complete the 
enclosed questionnaire, even if you did not trap in Illinois during the 2007-2008 season. Your responses are 
confidential and will not be associated in any way with your name or address.  While your response to this 
questionnaire and any of the questions is voluntary, you can help us effectively manage wildlife and trapping in 
Illinois by sharing your experiences and views.  We look forward to hearing from you soon.  Please return the 
questionnaire in the postage-paid envelope provided. 
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we would be happy to talk with you.  Please feel free 
to call Linda Campbell, Survey Administrator, at (217) 244-5121 or write her at the address listed below.  You 
may access the results of this and other studies of wildlife use in Illinois at http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/cwpe/hd/.  
You may also find information about Illinois Department of Natural Resources wildlife management programs 
and wildlife in Illinois at http://dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildliferesources/. 
 
Thank you very much for helping with this important study. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stacy A. Lischka 
Human Dimensions Specialist 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
 
 
 
 
1816 South Oak Street, Champaign, Illinois 61820 USA   
(217) 333-6880    Fax (217) 333-4949  
http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu 
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Appendix C.  Thank you/ reminder postcard sent as follow-up to the mailings of the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey.  
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Appendix D.  Cover letter sent with the second mailing of the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper Survey. 
 
                                        
 
May 1, 2008 
 
Dear Illinois Trapper, 
 
A few weeks ago, we sent you a questionnaire asking about your trapping activities in Illinois during 2007-
2008.  To the best of our knowledge, the questionnaire has not yet been returned.  If this letter and your 
completed questionnaire have crossed in the mail, please accept our sincere thanks for your participation in this 
study! 
 
Your views are crucially important, even if you did not trap in Illinois during 2007-2008.  The results of this 
study will help Illinois Department of Natural Resources biologists make informed decisions about how to 
manage wildlife and trapping in Illinois.   
 
If you have not already done so, please take a few minutes to complete the enclosed questionnaire.  The 
enclosed questionnaire is a duplicate copy of the one you received earlier.  Your responses are confidential and 
will not be associated in any way with your name or address.  While your response to this questionnaire and any 
of the questions is voluntary, you can help us effectively manage game populations in Illinois by sharing your 
experiences and views.  We look forward to hearing from you soon.  Please return the questionnaire in the 
postage-paid envelope provided. 
 
If you have any questions or comments about this study, we would be happy to talk with you.  Please feel free 
to call Linda Campbell, Survey Administrator, at (217) 244-5121 or write her at the address listed below.  You 
may access the results of this and other studies of wildlife use in Illinois at http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu/cwpe/hd/.  
You may also find information about Illinois Department of Natural Resources wildlife management programs 
and wildlife in Illinois at http://dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildliferesources/. 
 
Thank you very much for helping with this important study. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Stacy A. Lischka 
Human Dimensions Specialist 
Illinois Natural History Survey 
 
1816 South Oak Street, Champaign, Illinois 61820 USA   
(217) 333-6880    Fax (217) 333-4949  
http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu 
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Appendix E.  Furbearer trapping and hunting seasons in Illinois, 2007-2008. 
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Appendix F.  Distribution of county of residence of active and inactive respondents to the 2007-2008 Illinois Trapper 
S
 
urvey (n=863). 
Trappers Trappers Trappers County 
    n            % 
 County 
   n          %   
 County 
   n            %   
           
Adams 18 2.1  Hardin 2 0.2  Morgan 13 1.5 
Alexander 5 0.6  Henderson 4 0.5  Moultrie 3 0.3 
Bond 5 0.6  Henry 20 2.3  Ogle 12 1.4 
Boone 5 0.6  Iroquois 6 0.7  Peoria 12 1.4 
Brown 5 0.6  Jackson 9 1.0  Perry 8 0.9 
Bureau 20 2.3  Jasper 5 0.6  Piatt 5 0.6 
Calhoun 2 0.2  Jefferson 8 0.9  Pike 12 1.4 
Carroll 19 2.2  Jersey 4 0.5  Pope 2 0.2 
Cass 7 0.8  JoDaviess 31 3.6  Pulaski 1 0.1 
Champaign 5 0.6  Johnson 6 0.7  Putnam 5 0.6 
Christian 5 0.6  Kane 11 1.3  Randolph 15 1.7 
Clark 8 0.9  Kankakee 13 1.5  Richland 7 0.8 
Clay 7 0.8  Kendall 6 0.7  Rock Island 9 1.0 
Clinton 13 1.5  Knox 13 1.5  St. Clair 20 2.3 
Coles 3 0.3  Lake 15 1.7  Saline 2 0.2 
Cook 13 1.5  LaSalle 23 2.7  Sangamon 12 1.4 
Crawford 4 0.5  Lawrence 3 0.3  Schuyler 2 0.2 
Cumberland 4 0.5  Lee 14 1.6  Scott 1 0.1 
DeKalb 12 1.4  Livingston 11 1.3  Shelby 8 0.9 
DeWitt 3 0.3  Logan 6 0.7  Stark 5 0.6 
Douglas 4 0.5  McDonough 10 1.2  Stephenson 28 3.2 
DuPage 8 0.9  McHenry 15 1.7  Tazewell 19 2.2 
Edgar 2 0.2  McLean 14 1.6  Union 0 0.0 
Edwards 2 0.2  Macon 5 0.6  Vermilion 9 1.0 
Effingham 10 1.2  Macoupin 12 1.4  Wabash 1 0.1 
Fayette 6 0.7  Madison 9 1.0  Warren 6 0.7 
Ford 5 0.6  Marion 10 1.2  Washington 2 0.2 
Franklin 13 1.5  Marshall 1 0.1  Wayne 7 0.8 
Fulton 9 1.0  Mason 5 0.6  White 4 0.5 
Gallatin 4 0.5  Massac 0 0.0  Whiteside 23 2.7 
Greene 7 0.8  Menard 3 0.3  Will 12 1.4 
Grundy 14 1.6  Mercer 10 1.2  Williamson 3 0.3 
Hamilton 0 0.0  Monroe 9 1.0  Winnebago 11 1.3 
Hancock 6 0.7  Montgomery 5 0.6  Woodford 13 1.5 
  
 
 
 
Appendix G.  Wildlife management units and furbearer management zones in Illinois. 
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